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GETTING AWAY FROM THEM ALL? 
- Brits to rule the beaches this summer - 
With August set to be the busiest month for European holidays, at last Brits now have the ultimate weapon when it comes to marking their territory on Europe’s beaches. 
Traditionally the Germans have been No.1 when it comes to maximising space for themselves and taking all the sunbeds on the beach. All this could change, however, with the evolution of the ‘Towel Territory Rating’ – a unique method to predict exactly how much ‘towel space’ Brits can expect to spread out in. 
Holiday company Thomson invented the Towel Territory Rating to help holidaymakers predict their own personal beach space by using the following scientific method: 
BEACH SIZE (m2) 
÷ NUMBER OF VISITORS = EXPECTED TOWEL SPACE PER PERSON 
TOWEL SIZE (m2) 
Thomson’s Towel Territory Rating: 
	Beach 
	Expected towel space per person 

	Ibiza, San Antonio 
	1.1 

	Majorca, Alcudia 
	1.5 

	Costa del Sol, Nerja 
	1.7 

	Rhodes, Kalithea 
	1.9 

	Tenerife, Puerto de la Cruz 
	3.8 

	Corfu, San Stefanos 
	4.3 

	Cyprus, Protaras 
	4.6 

	Turkey, Olu Deniz 
	5.1 

	Crete, Chania 
	11.9 

	Costa de la Luz, Isla Canela 
	14.5 
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But having space for only one beach towel isn’t a problem for some, as research* shows that families tend to seek busier beaches since they allow children to make friends, offer a number of beach activities and have safe water. Young couples mainly prefer quieter and smaller beaches, for ‘quality time’ and space to ‘chill out.’ 
For Brits to maximise their beach territory, experts at Thomson offer the following tips on how to maintain beach space: 
1. If you have kids get them to build a sandcastle upon arrival. No one likes to trample on a beautiful sand creation 
2. Take an inflatable – even if you don’t use it 
3. Put up a wind shield – even if it’s not windy 
4. Take a sun umbrella that’s wider than your towel – you’ll need the shade at some point during the day 
5. Start an energetic game of bat and ball to warn off anyone thinking of parking their towel within inches of yours 
Sonia Davies, Communications Director from Thomson comments: 
“Our new Towel Territory Rating is a bit of fun, but will give our customers a real flavour for the sort of beaches on offer around Europe and will ensure they have the best holiday ever. We know that holiday-makers want to get the most out of their stay and their resort beach is important because they spend much of their time there.” 
“Resorts in Majorca like Alcudia are very popular with families because they want hotels that are right on the beach and designed specifically for a busy beach-orientated holiday. Couples seeking a quieter location will hire cars and seek out the perfect secluded spot.” 
“We’re committed to honest brochures so if our new Towel Territory Rating is widely used we might look to printing it in our brochures next year.” 
-ENDS- 
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Notes to Editors 
Thomson used beach towel size 1.2mx1m for the TTR formula 
All Towel Territory Ratings based on Thomson beach resort statistics 
Part of ongoing consumer research by Thomson 
Example of equation at work: 
Alcudia’s beach size of 6000m2, divided by the size of a beach towel (1.2m2) and then divided by the average number of visitors per day (3400) in August, gives it a rating of 1.5. This means beach-goers would be left with one and a half towel’s worth of space – so sun lovers should get there as early as possible to maximise space.

In comparison the Costa de la Luz resort has a rating of 14.5, giving holiday-makers ample space to spread out and relax 
To find out the Towel Territory Rating of a UK beach in your area, or for pictures, contact Lucy Whittle at Lexis PR on the phone number below 
For further information: 
Lucy Whittle/Mike Seaton 
Lexis PR 
Tel: 0207 908 6488 
Fax: 0207 908 6490 
email: lwhittle@lexispr.com 
or 
Rachel O’Reilly 
Thomson 
T: 020 7387 9321 
