Getting Ready

Here a few notes which we hope will help as you start thinking about and planning your visit.

Keys 

To be developed by each owner.

European Health Insurance Card - EHIC

No vaccinations are needed.  There is no free tourist medical service but EU citizens can obtain a refund of the cost using the European Health Insurance card, or EHIC - the replacement for the E111. (available as described below).  Medical insurance is still advisable.  This section tells you how to get medical treatment abroad, including information on the You must obtain the EHIC before travelling, which enables you to get free reciprocal medical treatment in the EU. 

The UK government web site “Applying for an EHIC”·
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAdviceForTravellers/fs/en

advises how you can either apply online, order one over the phone or get one from your local Post Office.  To apply by post, pick up the EHIC form and pre-addressed envelope from the Post Office.  Your card will be delivered within 21 days. There is space for up to four dependent children on the application form.  If you apply online or by telephone, you can apply on behalf of more children.

Flights

Here are a few airlines which fly directly from the UK into Faro

· Easyjet

http://www.easyjet.co.uk/en/book/index.asp
· Monarch
http://www.monarch-airlines.com/
· Ryanair

http://www.ryanair.com/
· British Airways
http://www.britishairways.com/travel/home/public/en_gb
· TAP Portugal
http://www.tap-airportugal.co.uk/eportalUk/v10/EN/jsp/index.jsp
· Brittania Direct
http://www.britanniadirect.com/bd/home
· EU Jet

http://www.eujet.com/EN/
· Jet2

http://www.jet2.com/cgi-bin/airkiosk/I7/181002i?LS=2&LANG=EN
· Unijet

http://www.unijetflights.com/
· BMI Baby
http://www.bmibaby.com/bmibaby/en/index.aspx

· FlyBe

http://www3.flybe.com/
· Iberia

http://www.iberia.com/OneToOne/v3/home.do
· Thomson Flights
http://www.thomsonflights.com/bd/home?formAction=initiateFareSearch
· First Choice
http://www.firstchoice.co.uk/flights/
· Globespan
http://www.flyglobespan.com/
and some flight search companies

· Expedia
http://www.expedia.co.uk/Default.asp?CCheck=1&
· Sky Scanner
http://www.skyscanner.net/
· Opodo

http://www.opodo.co.uk/otpbvpl/Homepage/Page/Homepage.jsp?Locale=uk
· Go Fly (appears to be only in French)

http://www.govoyages.com/
Faro & Seville Car Rental 

There are several companies and it always seems worthwhile to shop around.

2 companies offer car hire with no excess.

· All Inclusive Car Hire
http://www.all-inclusive-car-hire.com/
· Economy Car Hire
http://www.economycarhire.com/car-hire-portugal/
And a number of companies which have excess charges, though you can buy them out.

· Spain Car Hire

http://www.spain-carhire.com/
· Carjet


http://www.carjet.co.uk/rentacar/portugal/index.shtml
· Whizz Car Rental
http://www.whizzcarrental.net/book_1.php?country=Portugal
· Car Rental Faro

http://www.carrental-faro.com/car_hire/500/Faro_airport_car_rentals_Portugal.htm
· Autos Abroad

http://www.autosabroad.com/
· Cheap Car Rental
http://www.cheap-car-rental.com/pt_index.asp
And a company which seems to offer good deals if you go direct (though they don’t have a web site) is Travelrent which you can contact at travelrent@sapo.pt.  They offer rental both with and without an excess.

It is important to ensure you're comparing like with like when looking at the prices. Especially check whether there is a charge to take it to Spain (some companies charge 15€) and also whether all the drivers you require are free (again some charge 15€ per driver for more than 2 drivers). 

Also note that November to March is OK without air conditioning but if you're doing any journeys over half an hour, say Huelva, Seville or Aracena etc. at other times of the year, air conditioning is strongly recommended unless you’re happy to keep the windows open.

Linen

Information about what sheets, towels, beach/pool towels, tea towels are provided.

Guide books

Information about what Algarve, Andalucia & Sevilla guide books and maps, cuttings from papers and magazines etc. are in the property.

Dictionaries etc.

Spanish/English dictionaries & phrase books?.

Golf

Possibly sets of golf clubs – men’s & women’s ? – trolleys. golf balls and tees?

Green Fees & Tee Times

You can, of course, go to most courses in the area and probably get a tee time for that day, paying the full green fee.  On the other hand, its also possible to book tee times from the UK, paying a reduced green fee, and these are 3 companies who can arrange this.  When you’re out, its possible to contact them to book tee times, but they generally prefer to work a week ahead.

· E-Portugal at 00351 289 321 749 or Email golfdesk@qvts.com provides a comprehensive list of the standard and discounted rates for all the above courses on their web site
www.e-portugal.de/en/golf/algarve/rates.aspx with details of how to book. 

· Book your golf is another site offering tee booking and good prices at 0044 (0) 870 240 1625 or 0034 952 883 847 or Email info@bookyourgolf.net or see their web site www.bookyourgolf.net/index.htm
· Andalgarvegolf will also arrange green fees and tee times. Contact Andrew Shanks on andrew@andalgarve-golf.com Tel 0034 959 340 082 or mobile 0034 635 891 209

Hill Billy rental 

It appears that Bill Goff tours have Hill Billys available for rental for around 60€ per week from Faro airport. Apparently when you book your Hill Billy, you tell them your inbound and outbound flights and they will meet you at both times to deliver and collect your trolley. Its not on their web site but there is a contact number. Tel 0044 (0) 870 401 2020 or Email sales@billgoff.com or go via their web site www.billgoff.com/default.aspx.

You can also rent them per round at Isla Canela for 10€ per round

Fuel

Be aware that petrol is more expensive in Portugal than in Spain. Generally its 10-20 cents cheaper in Spain than Portugal, and Portugal is around 10 cents cheaper than the UK.  So if you can wait till you get to Spain before you fill up, you could save yourselves a few euros.

Arriving Too Late for Shops?

Can they pre order any food from your agent to be in the property?

If you find yourself arriving after the shops have closed but want some food for breakfast the next morning, without the hassle of going out first thing the next morning (especially if you arrive on a Saturday night or when the next day is a public holiday) consider buying some basics from either the motorway service stations, say at Olhao, halfway to the border or larger petrol stations. The BP station on the road into Ayamonte has quite a useful range and is open from 6-24 and sometimes 24x7.

Tea

Some people find Spanish tea not as palatable as UK tea, so drinkers might want to take some with them.

Other Food & Materials Available in the Kitchen/Fridge

Any available?

TV, Sky, Cassetes, CDs, DVDs & MP3 CDs.

Describe the facilities for TV & Sky and if people want to play their own music when they are out, let them know what is available.

Holiday Guide & Web Site

In the property, there is a Visitor Guide.  It contains more useful tips about our property, the development and nearby shops, services and restaurants. In addition there are sections describing the area from Faro to Seville and the Sports and Activities available.  And in case we haven’t mentioned, there’s a web site at

http://www.zyworld.com/ElRinconDelGolf/intro.htm

which contains a web version of the information contained in the Visitor Guide. 
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